
SIOP Feature 12: A variety of techniques to make content concepts clear

Sample Techniques

1. Model what you want students to do.
2. Use visuals as you talk to show students what you are talking about.
3. Offer students hands-on activities to help them understand the concept.
4. Do a demonstration that shows the concept in action.
5. Use your hands, arms, and body and gesture as you talk to convey meaning.
6. Give students abundant listening opportunities.
7. Read and write whole class and with your students.
8. Partner beginning English speakers with more proficient speakers who have the same primary language.
9. Use predictable and patterned books.
10.  Have students label and manipulate pictures.
11.  Fill in highly contextualized cloze (“fill in the blank”) sentences.
12.  Direct students to talk and write about personal experiences related to the content and concepts being taught.
13.  Develop and extend sight word vocabulary.
14.  Provide explicit instruction in figurative language (e.g. idioms, smilies, and metaphors).
15.  Direct students to make predictions related to the concepts or content.
16.  Ask students questions at different levels (e.g. knowledge, comprehension, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, application).
17.  Have students lead group discussions by creating a discussion guide with questions.
18.  Create hand or body movements for key conceptual vocabulary (e.g. stand and spin for “orbit” and walk around another student for “rotation” etc.)
19.  Have students create a personal dictionary for content vocabulary with an Acco ring and hole-punched cards.
20.  Audio tape difficult texts and adapt them so they are comprehensible for different levels of English learners.  Allow students to listen to the tape repeatedly.
21. Learning Log- students have a dedicated notebook or folder for recording the date and 1-3 most important things they learned that day.
22.  After reading a story students make a visual map of the story-a sketch for the beginning, middle, and end or more for each impt. scene.
23.  Students retell a story-choose the 6 important events and draw them in order as a cartoon on a sheet divided into 6 squares w captions.
24.  Before study of a new topic students write what they know on a post-it & put on wall. After studying topic agree/disagree w post-its.
25.   a dialogue journal between teacher & student or an ESL student & native English speaker. Give a daily topic or question.
26.  Using a topic students know, create some text about it with words missing. Helps with prediction and you assess comprehension level.
27.  Make cards with content vocabulary & descriptive words.Use 2 string circles to make a Venn Diagram and have groups talk & arrange words.
28.  Enlarge a text (story, news story, poem, song etc.) on overhead, doc camera, chart paper, or big book. Read to students then together.

